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It never fails. Every time I have left a gathering of folks attending an EECO event like the annual conference, I have come away with a sense of excitement, renewal and awe. For me, this is simply because of the innate good nature of my fellow EECO members. Regardless of our diverse backgrounds, disciplines, careers and personalities, we share a love of the environment and people, and their interrelationship (read interdependency) is what drives us.

At this moment, we are all attuned to discussions about the local, national and world economic climate. We are aware of the fiscal impact on our personal and professional lives. At the same time, we are witnessing a burgeoning concern for our environment and the potential effects of climate change. 

Like everyone else, I carry some bias luggage when it comes to discussing the intersection of economics and the environment. While I’ve had a 30-year career in public service, I am a capitalist at heart. I believe that a healthy people, a healthy environment and a healthy economy are not at odds with one another. This triple-bottom-line concept of economics, environment, and equity - often stated as people, profit and planet - is embraced by many. 

A healthy population, a healthy environment and the sustainable use of natural resources are core to our long-term social and economic sustainability. With increasing global pressure to create and maintain jobs and boost economic growth, high environmental standards are beyond critical to sustaining healthy growth and healthy employment.

I think EECO already plays an important role in this discussion about the relationship between economics and the environment. EECO facilitates a remarkable partnership among formal and informal education, the community at large, government, and business/industry. Each and every member brings a genuine commitment to and understanding of the necessity for conservation and the need to instill lasting generational values and understanding through education. 

Next time you go to EECO’s website, take a moment to look at your long- standing mission. You’ve all been ahead of the wave currently sweeping Ohio, the nation and the world. Individually and collectively, your programs, your relationships, your passion, demonstrate your recognition of the interrelationship, that interconnectivity between humans, a sustainable environment and a sustainable economy.

How all of this will play out, I have no idea. What I do know is that it all starts with education, a fact you know far better than I. And from the limited exposure and association I’ve had with the dedicated individuals of EECO, I rest assured we are poised for continued growth and relevance.

Please share your thoughts:  eball@ccbh.net    

